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Introductions

This Week

Monday

Wednesday Thursday

Tuesday

The ABC’s of (Dis)ability
Ears, Eyes, Pitches, & Patterns: 
The Developmental Journey 

to Music Reading

Accessible Adventures 
in Music Reading About #AuDHD

THE ABC’S OF (DIS)ABILITY
Dr. Becky Marsh 

Assistant Professor of Music Education 
Butler University



Accessibility 

Brains, Bodies, & Being 

Communication

THE ABC’S OF (DIS)ABILITY
Invisibility to Accessibility 

• How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time? 

(Dis)ability & Identity 
• How do issues of ability shape someone’s identity? 

Thinking about (Dis)ability 
• How does society view and think about (dis)ability, implicitly and explicitly? 

Talking about (Dis)ability 
• What terminology & considerations exist for talking about disability? 

Teaching for All Abilities 
• What strategies exist for teaching learners of varying abilities?

THE ABC’S OF (DIS)ABILITY: PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

eugenics



Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

League of the Physically Handicapped
The Great Depression

= Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)

…but
Fair Labor Standards Act

Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

Disabled Veterans Rehabilitation Act 

WWII

National Mental Health Act

Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

1950s

Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

1960s

Community Mental Health Act

Architectural Barriers Act



Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

1970s

Rehabilitation Act (but…)

repeal of “Ugly Laws”

Education for All  
Handicapped Children Act

504 Sit-In

scrutiny of institutions for PWD

Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

1980s

Voting Accessibility for the Elderly & Handicapped 

Air Carrier Access Act

Gallaudet University President hiring

Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

1990s

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

…and the Olmstead Decision

“Nothing about us without us.”

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

Invisibility to Accessibility
How have the rights and laws surrounding ability & access evolved over time?

1900

2000

Twenty-first Century progress & battles



(Dis)ability & Identity
How do issues of ability shape someone’s identity?

Identity

Civil Rights

Positionality

Intersectionality

Privilege

Power

Agency

Protections

Access

GUIDELINES FOR OUR TIME TOGETHER

➤ R = take responsibility for what you say and feel without blaming others 

➤ E = use empathetic listening 

➤ S = be sensitive to differences in communication styles 

➤ P = ponder what you hear and feel before you speak 

➤ E = examine your own assumptions and perceptions 

➤ C = keep confidentiality 

➤ T = trust that greater truth comes through the sharing of diverse ideas and perspectives



10-minute break Thinking about (Dis)ability
How does society view and think about (dis)ability, implicitly and explicitly?

Medical Model 
of Disability

Social Model 
of Disability

Thinking about (Dis)ability
How does society view and think about (dis)ability, implicitly and explicitly?

Medical Model 
of Disability

Social Model 
of Disability

Thinking about (Dis)ability
How does society view and think about (dis)ability, implicitly and explicitly?

What do these models 
mean for us as teachers?



Thinking about (Dis)ability
How does society view and think about (dis)ability, implicitly and explicitly?

Stella Young, Disability Advocate & Comedian

Talking about (Dis)ability
What terminology & considerations exist for talking about disability?

Person-First Language       versus/and       Identity-First Language 

Let’s explore  
pages 24-27  

together!

Talking about (Dis)ability
What terminology & considerations exist for talking about disability?

Types of Disabilities

Check out pp. 35-36!

Teaching for All Abilities
What strategies exist for teaching learners of varying abilities?

Universal Design for Learning



Teaching for All Abilities
What strategies exist for teaching learners of varying abilities?

Universal Design for Learning

Teaching for All Abilities
What strategies exist for teaching learners of varying abilities?

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Guidelines

Teaching for All Abilities
What strategies exist for teaching learners of varying abilities?

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Guidelines

Teaching for All Abilities
What strategies exist for teaching learners of varying abilities?

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Guidelines

Let’s explore!

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/?utm_source=castsite&lutm_medium=web&utm_campaign=none&utm_content=aboutudl&_gl=1*6uoc5m*_ga*MTE4MTc1NTk0Ny4xNjc4MjIzNzU1*_ga_C7LXP5M74W*MTY4MzQ5MDI4My4zLjEuMTY4MzQ5MDMwMS4wLjAuMA..


REVISITING THE ABC’S OF (DIS)ABILITY

Accessibility 

Brain, bodies, beings 

Communication 
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Universal Design 
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